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Medical Terminology and Communication Exam 

Based on the materials provided, here's an exam tailored to assess understanding of medical 

terminology, medication forms, and effective communication. 

 

Section 1: Multiple Choice Questions (20 points) 

1. What is the role of combining vowels in medical terminology? 

o A) They modify the meaning of the root word. 

o B) They connect root words to suffixes or prefixes. 

o C) They describe the function of a medical term. 

o D) They always indicate a condition. 

2. Which suffix indicates surgical removal? 

o A) -itis 

o B) -ectomy 

o C) -algia 

o D) -logy 

3. What is the purpose of topical medications like creams and ointments? 

o A) To deliver medication directly into the bloodstream. 

o B) To provide localized treatment for skin conditions. 

o C) To treat respiratory issues. 

o D) To enhance systemic absorption. 

4. Which diagnostic tool uses sound waves to create images of soft tissues and organs? 

o A) X-ray machine 

o B) MRI scan 

o C) Ultrasound 

o D) CT scan 

5. What is the primary advantage of tablets and capsules? 

o A) Easier to measure accurate doses. 

o B) Preferred for patients with swallowing difficulties. 

o C) Faster absorption into the bloodstream. 
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o D) Convenient and portable. 

 

Section 2: True or False (20 points) 

1. The suffix "-itis" refers to pain. 

2. Combining vowels are unnecessary if the root word and suffix begin with a vowel. 

3. A stethoscope is only used for diagnosing heart conditions. 

4. Injections provide a slower method of medication delivery compared to oral forms. 

5. Creams generally have a higher water content than ointments. 

 

Section 3: Fill in the Blanks (20 points) 

1. The term "________" refers to a recording of the heart's electrical activity. 

2. ________ medications are preferred for children who struggle with swallowing pills. 

3. The suffix "-algia" is used to describe ________. 

4. An ________ is used to examine the ear canal and eardrum. 

5. For localized respiratory treatment, ________ devices are often used. 

 

Section 4: Scenario-Based Questions (30 points) 

1. Medication Instruction (15 points): 

A patient is prescribed ibuprofen 400 mg for pain relief. Write a clear set of instructions 

including dosage, timing, and precautions. 

2. Wound Care Instructions (15 points): 

Write step-by-step instructions for a patient on how to clean and dress a minor wound, and 

include precautions to avoid infection. 

 

Bonus Question (Optional: 10 points) 

Why is it important for healthcare professionals to use both generic and brand names when 

discussing medications with patients? 

Answer Key for Medical Terminology and Communication Exam 

 

Section 1: Multiple Choice Questions (20 points) 

1. B) They connect root words to suffixes or prefixes. 

o Combining vowels serve as connectors to make terms easier to pronounce. 

2. B) -ectomy 
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o This suffix refers to the surgical removal of a body part or organ. 

3. B) To provide localized treatment for skin conditions. 

o Topical medications treat conditions directly at the application site. 

4. C) Ultrasound 

o Ultrasound uses sound waves to produce images of soft tissues and organs. 

5. D) Convenient and portable. 

o Tablets and capsules are easy to carry and ensure precise dosing. 

 

Section 2: True or False (20 points) 

1. False 

o The suffix "-itis" indicates inflammation, not pain. 

2. True 

o Combining vowels are unnecessary when the root word and suffix start with a vowel. 

3. False 

o A stethoscope is used for various purposes, including listening to the lungs, 

intestines, and heart. 

4. False 

o Injections are generally faster for medication delivery than oral forms. 

5. True 

o Creams contain more water, making them lighter compared to ointments. 

 

Section 3: Fill in the Blanks (20 points) 

1. The term "electrocardiogram" refers to a recording of the heart's electrical activity. 

2. Liquid medications are preferred for children who struggle with swallowing pills. 

3. The suffix "-algia" is used to describe pain. 

4. An otoscope is used to examine the ear canal and eardrum. 

5. For localized respiratory treatment, inhaler devices are often used. 

 

Section 4: Scenario-Based Questions (30 points) 

1. Medication Instruction (15 points): 

o Take one 400 mg tablet of ibuprofen with water every 6-8 hours as needed for pain. 
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o Do not exceed 1200 mg (3 tablets) in 24 hours unless advised by a doctor. 

o Take with food or milk to reduce stomach irritation. 

o Avoid alcohol and consult your doctor if you experience side effects such as stomach 

pain, nausea, or dizziness. 

2. Wound Care Instructions (15 points): 

o Cleaning the wound: 

1. Wash your hands thoroughly with soap and water. 

2. Rinse the wound gently with clean water or saline solution. 

3. Use mild soap if necessary, avoiding harsh chemicals. 

o Dressing the wound: 

1. Dry the area around the wound carefully. 

2. Apply an antibiotic ointment if prescribed. 

3. Cover the wound with a sterile bandage. 

o Precautions: 

▪ Change the bandage daily or if it becomes wet or dirty. 

▪ Monitor for signs of infection, such as redness, swelling, or pus. 

▪ Contact your doctor if you notice any of these signs or if the wound doesn’t 

heal after a few days. 

 

Bonus Question (Optional: 10 points) 

Why is it important for healthcare professionals to use both generic and brand names when 

discussing medications with patients? 

• Using both names ensures clarity, as some patients may recognize the brand name better. 

• It reduces confusion if the pharmacy provides a generic version. 

• It helps patients avoid errors when switching between brands and generics. 

 


